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UM STUDENTS PREPARE TO LOBBY
1983 MONTANA LEGISLATURE
MISSOULA—
University of Montana students will hire two lobbyists this year who will
work to gain funding from the Montana Legislature for a state college work-study
program and several other goals.
According to Marquette McRae-Zook, president of the Associated Students of
UM, students will seek full funding for the statewide work-study program, which
will need an estimated $3 million.
McRae-Zook said the students will seek the money from the state to make up
for the cuts in federal college financial aid programs made by the Reagan
Administration and Congress.
She said two lobbyists would have more opportunity than only one to
contact legislators and attend various concurrent committee meetings and other
activities.

The lobbyists will be paid salaries of $3,600 each with office

expenses and travel provided.
The lobbyists also will work on other legislation, primarily budget and
education matters for the University and Montana University System.
She added that the ASUM lobbyists will cooperate closely with other UM
and university system officials to reach common education and budget goals.
"Since education funding seems to go in booms and busts," McRae-Zook said,
"we're hoping that the Legislature will continue funding the higher education
system on par with peer institutions."
(over)

UM students prepare to lobby--add one

She added that the lobbyists will spend about 15 percent of their time
lobbying on non-education issues in which students have indicated an interest.
To determine the amount of student support for or against particular issues,
McRae-Zook said ASUM will conduct surveys of students.
She said she expects the surveys to reveal heavy student interest in
legislation on environmental quality, abortion and energy.
"We feel justified to lobby on non-educational issues," she said,

because

a majority of UM students are interested in them and they affect our everyday
lives as much as strictly educational issues."
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